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Dr. Leroy Hood 
headlines a rich 
technical program
The Pittcon Technical 
Program continues to draw 
leading scientists involved 
in a variety of disciplines. 
In 2008, Dr. Leroy Hood 
(Figure 3), President and 
Co-Founder of the Insti-

tute for Systems Biology, and a driving force in bioanalytical 
technology, will deliver the Plenary Lecture, entitled “Sys-
tems Biology and Systems Medicine” (www.pittcon.org/ 
technical/lecture.html). Dr. Hood’s research has focused on 
fundamental biology (immunity, evolution, genomics) and 
bringing engineering to biology through the development of 
five instruments that constitute the technological founda-
tion for modern molecular biology and genomics. The ple-
nary lecture will focus on the contemporary state of systems 
biology and how systems medicine, together with pioneering 
changes in DNA sequencing and blood protein measure-
ments (nanotechnology), and the development of powerful 
new computational and mathematical tools, will transform 
medicine over the next 5–20 years.

The Pittcon 2008 Technical Program will feature more than 
2100 presentations, including invited symposia, contributed 
oral sessions, posters, workshops, and short courses (Figure 4). 
A diverse range of scientific topics will be covered, including 
bioanalysis, pharmaceutical science, nanotechnology, fuels, 
environmental, food, novel instrumental techniques, and 
a new symposium on art and archaeological applications. 
In recent years, applications and techniques in the phar-
maceutical and life sciences have become more prominent 
in the Technical Program. At Pittcon 2007, nearly 50% of 
the technical presentations were geared toward advances in 
these disciplines.

ACS Division of Analytical Chemistry 
continues co-programming with Pittcon
Based on its success in 2007, the American Chemical 
Society Division of Analytical Chemistry (DAC) will 
again be co-programming at Pittcon 2008. The group 
has organized several invited symposia, contributed ses-
sions, and poster sessions on a range of topics, including 
advances in ion-exchange chromatography, hydrophilic 
interaction chromatography, forensics, and interdisci-
plinary analytical chemistry.

The Pittcon community expands with 
networking sessions and scientific blogs
To further facilitate scientific discussion, Pittcon 2007 intro-
duced networking sessions to enable conferees to brainstorm 
and exchange ideas on specific topics of interest. The inau-
gural sessions, which were held in an informal environment 
and moderated by an expert in the field, were very well 

received, and the topics will be expanded at Pittcon 2008 
and several new forums added. The 2008 networking ses-
sions will include:

•	 HPLC/MS Users’ Forum
•	 New Faculty Initiating Competitive Research Programs
•	 ICP-MS and Chromatography for Metals Speciation
•	 Electronic Nose and New Technologies of Electronic 

Nose
•	 Use of LC/MS and New Technologies to Improve Effi-

ciency in Pharmaceutical Development.

The Conferee Networking Sessions were extended after Pit-
tcon 2007 with a series of interactive scientific blogs on its 
Web site (www.pittcon.org) to offer a mechanism for scien-
tists to continue their discussions year-round (Figure 5).

Lab 2015: A gathering of emerging labora-
tory technologies
In continuing its efforts to expand the educational opportu-
nities at the annual conference and exhibition, Pittcon 2008 
will host a novel poster session and panel discussion called 
Lab 2015. The goal of this program is to explore promis-
ing new technology solutions that are one to three years 
away from widespread commercial adoption. It will also give 
emerging and early-stage companies and entrepreneurs the 
opportunity to present their novel technology, innovative 
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Figure 3	 Dr. Leroy Hood, 
Plenary Lecturer.

Figure 4	 More than 100 Short Courses will be offered at Pittcon 2008.

Figure 5	 Pittcon has extended the Conferee Networking Sessions 
with scientific blogs on www.pittcon.org.
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scientific concept, or creative business model to potential 
end users, investors, and partners.

The latest products and technologies on 
display at the Pittcon 2008 Expo
Once again, the vendor exhibition will showcase the lat-
est advancements in laboratory instrumentation, equip-
ment, and services. More than 1000 vendors are expected 

to exhibit and have their most recent products available for 
hands-on demonstrations and offer an opportunity to meet 
with their technical experts (Figure 6). The Expo always pro-
vides a valuable opportunity for buyers to compare and con-
trast equipment and have their technical questions answered 
one-on-one with the developers.

Brian J. McMullen, a Purchasing Agent with MPI Research, 
noted, “Meeting people I currently do business with face-to-
face helps strengthen the buyer/supplier relationship. Seeing 
the other vendors I would never know if I did not attend, 
and seeing the new and upcoming products in the works, is 
also of great value. In 2007, I was surprised by the number of 
vendors that I had never heard of but could possibly utilize.”

An international experience
Pittcon 2008 will surely attract a worldwide audience. With 
conferees and exhibitors representing more than 85 coun-
tries, Pittcon 2008 will offer a global scientific experience. 
For more information, visit www.pittcon.org.

Mr. Ricci is a Marketing and Communications Consultant, Ricci 
Communications, 590 Cherry Farm Rd., Harrisville, RI 02830, U.S.A.; 
tel./fax: 401-354-2360; e-mail: tom@riccicommunications.com.
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Figure 6	 More than 1000 exhibitors are expected for Pittcon 2008.
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